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Our school at a glance 

Principal's message 

Our school sits nestled in leafy surroundings with 
attractive gardens and playgrounds. 

Berry Public School first began offering 
educational programs for students n 1860, 148 
years ago. Today, our school continues a strong 
tradition of high academic achievement, balanced 
with comprehensive progress across all Key 
Learning Areas. We place an emphasis on quality 
teaching and learning, supported by a wide variety 
of activities, including art, music, dance and 
sporting programs. The school choirs and 
ensemble are well received throughout the 
community. 

In 2008, Berry Public School consisted of 267 
happy, contributing students who had a love of 
learning. They proudly wore their school uniforms 
at all times and represented the school in sporting 
and musical activities with great success. 
Academic results prove that they are partaking in 
quality learning and have a desire to do their best. 

There is a clear emphasis on student welfare, 
celebrating and recognising achievement across 
academic, sporting and cultural areas and 
developing an inclusive school community. 

During 2008, we developed our school community 
banner statement: 

“Our Community: a culture of care, respect and 
enrichment.” 

We based the statement on our key messages. 
The key messages underpin and reflect how the 
school operates within the wider community. 

 

A culture of family, school pride and self-
responsibility in a rural environment. 

A caring, friendly, supportive and involved 
community. 

Dedicated, professional, experienced staff. 

High expectations and achievements supported 
by resources and technology. 

Individual differences pursuing individual 
excellence. 

The staff is highly qualified and committed to 
providing quality education for all students. All 
teaching staff meet the requirements for teaching 
in New South Wales public schools. 

The school continues to enjoy a wonderful mix of 
high academic expectations, a culture of 
performance, verve and creativity and tangible 
community involvement and ownership. 

Berry School has an inclusive culture fostered by 
a vibrant, involved parent body which works 
collaboratively with a dedicated staff to cater for 
the learning needs of every student. In many ways 
it exemplifies a model educational partnership. 

The tone of the school is one of support, care and 
purposeful activity in pursuit of personal 
excellence. 

The school’s greatest achievement, however, still 
remains the wonderfully warm and caring nature 
of the school, its classrooms and its playing areas. 
The Berry school community values care, respect 
and integrity. The community can again celebrate 
many worthy achievements. 

Our Community: a culture of care, respect and 
enrichment. 

Wayne Courtney 
 
P&C and/or School Council message 

The Parents and Citizens Association for 2008 
have witnessed another wonderful year at Berry 
Public School.  

As the year draws to a close and the festive 
season hots up our children are tired but happy 
and on behalf of the parent body I would like to 
thank our teachers for the extraordinary work that 
they do, day in and day out with our children. Our 
children are taught in a very nurturing 
environment and for the most part, our children 
are eager to go to school. As parents I think we 
could not ask for better, more caring teachers and 
I acknowledge each and every one of them and of 
course I acknowledge their leadership from our 
wonderful Principal Wayne Courtney. 

The P&C is a small group (which we would be 
happy to enlarge) of dedicated parents who work 
tirelessly through out the year to raise money to 
improve the educational opportunities and 
facilities for our children. This year has been no 
different as the P&C set out to fulfill the school’s 
wish list and raise an incredible $40,000. This 
money has allowed the school to provide the 
resources needed to continue developing literacy 
and numeracy skills. It has also provided 
enrichment days with workshops in poetry, 
engineering, science, forensics, dance & more. It 
has also provided money to purchase early 
childhood games, home readers and a laptop for 
Paint pot in order for the students to take 
themselves to the next level in their artistic 
abilities. One could argue that this wish list is full 
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of things that the Education Department should be 
supplying the finances for but that is another 
conversation best left for another report! 

I would like to thank the leaders of our 3 major 
fundraising events who made the target a reality – 
Jennifer Stewart for the Quilt show, Jo Lill, Libby 
Williams & Mira Edwards for the Food and Wine 
Fair and Greg Bee for the Walk-a-fun-a-thon. It 
takes an enormous effort to have these events be 
the success that they are and these parents have 
given many, many hours and  “their blood, sweat 
and tears” to ensure that their events met the 
expected targets – Thank you on behalf of the 
parent body and ultimately thank you from our 
children. 

Again this year we have been able to provide an 
excellent uniform shop providing uniforms of 
quality at reasonable price. I would like to thank 
Wendy Lewis and Sandra Jones for managing the 
uniform shop with such joy and exuberance – it 
makes uniform shopping such a pleasure.  

A major undertaking for the P&C this year has 
been to create new processes in the management 
of our canteen to ensure its economic viability. 
We are committed to providing healthy food for 
our children whilst managing the canteen as a 
viable business – a big ask some might say in this 
current economic climate. Our Canteen 
Convenor, Wendy Firth has given her heart and 
soul to this project and I would like to thank her for 
her unbelievable dedication to this project. She 
and her committee have brought an amazing 
energy to this task and have given many hours of 
their time with little evidence that the work they 
have been doing has been making the required 
difference. I would also like to acknowledge the 
resignation of our Canteen Coordinator Nicky 
Wyeth who has given 3 years of fantastic service 
to the canteen – Nicky’s delicious food and 
cheerful nature will be missed but we wish her 
well as she leaves to pursue her own business 
and delight the Berry community with her culinary 
skills – We wish her well and thank her for all her 
hard work.  

The memory I will have of this year is undoubtedly 
an amazing group of dedicated people working 
together to ensure the best possible environment 
for our children to learn in. I want to thank all the 
P&C committee members who did what they had 
to do to ensure that they came to the meetings 
and were there to debate the issues and to all the 
parents who assisted throughout the year at our 
fundraisers – we could not have had such a 
successful year without you. It has been a 
privilege to be the President of the P&C 
Association for the past year. 

Sue Hobson 

 

Student representatives’ messages 
The most enjoyable thing in 2008 was “buddies” 
because my buddy was so like me. We had lots in 
common, her name is Tara. We had a fantastic 
and fun time. – Shari Cook 

I liked doing the “Just imagine” workshop because 
I love writing and it was amazing to see all the art 
works in the Art Gallery. – Annie Keats 

The thing I enjoyed most this year was the 
computer group with the wiki. It was a great way 
to get news through the school. – Sam Hornsey 

Last year I really enjoyed doing soccer for sport 
with Ms Gardner because everyone mixed 
together as a team and whoever wanted to play 
soccer could do it. – Jessica Gauci 

I really enjoyed public speaking because you got 
to express what subject you were passionate 
about or interested in and why. – Mitchell 
Cunningham 

I liked gymnastics at school because it is really 
fun and you learn something new every time you 
go. – Kira Bramley 

The best thing was I made a lot more friends that 
helped me and encouraged me to do more. That’s 
Berry. – Aimee Wilson 

My favourite thing that I enjoyed a lot was auction 
dollars and I think all of the staff and 5/6 students 
would agree. It taught the students that you don’t 
just get given things. – Caitlin Rogers 

I liked maths groups because it was the first time I 
was in the top maths group. It was hard and 
challenging but it was fun. Mr Pollard is a great 
maths teacher. – Callum Crapp 

I thoroughly enjoyed camp. It was a great 
opportunity to hang out with people you normally 
wouldn’t and get out and give it your best. I had a 
brilliant time full of laughter, thrills and definitely 
lots of smiles. I will never forget it. – Grace Adams 

I really enjoyed the trade fair. I enjoyed it because 
it has like a mix of cultures. It was also good when 
I saw the costumes and props. I can’t wait to do it 
myself next year and I wonder what country other 
people will be doing. – James Lawrence 

I liked reading groups because I got to see how 
much I had improved. – Cianah Williams 

Last year I enjoyed dance and drama because I 
worked with my friends and also people I wouldn’t 
work with. It’s a good way to keep fit. – Elle Craig 

For Tournament of Minds I made an animated 
movie from clay using an eyetoy camera and a 
program called “Clay Animator”. – Jordan Janos 

One of my favourite activities was science day. I 
enjoyed it because we learnt heaps of fun 
experiments and met new people. – Mia Watson 

I enjoyed the SRC training day because I learnt 
how to co-operate in fun ways and it taught me 
how to plan events. – Ebonie Lynch 



4 
Our community: a culture of care, respect and achievement. 

Significant programs and initiatives 

Respect, Responsibility and Leadership 

Our elected school leaders had a positive 
influence on school culture. Our captains and 
vice-captains were our student leaders 
representing the school in many ways, fostering 
leadership and responsibility amongst the 
students. 

In 2008 our student leaders really grew into their 
positions. Our school captains and vice captains, 
Khia Bowley, Simon Rogers, Bailey Bourke and 
Matt Sutton showed great maturity and skill, 
organising and hosting a variety of assemblies for 
the school community, culminating in our end of 
year presentation evening. Our captains found the 
two day leadership camp very productive. 

Our elected Student Representative Council 
(SRC) executive took on leadership roles within 
the SRC, chairing meetings and organising 
activities for the student body. 

Classes, from Years 1 to 6, elected 
representatives to the SRC to foster leadership 
and responsibility among students. 

 

The SRC participated in fundraisers for charitable 
purposes and organised and ran activities for the 
students such as the Easter Hat Parade. 

Year 6 sponsored sponsored a Cambodian boy 
through Plan International. 

Whole school participation in “Clean up Australia 
Day” and a canned food drive for a local soup 
kitchen encouraged community responsibility. 

Year 6 students conducted the fortnightly whole-
school assemblies. Our school culture supported 
a sense of ownership of the school for all staff and 
students. 

Year 6 students were given many areas of 
responsibility, such as the Kinder/Year 6 buddy 
system. Senior students also volunteered to be on 
a weekly roster, giving them the responsibility of 
attending to the school flag and bell system. 

We teach values constantly in all classrooms. 

Respect for all members of the community was 
encouraged at all times. 

Human Society and Its Environment 
(HSIE) 

Throughout the year, students from Kindergarten 
to Year 6 undertook study across a scope of units 
designed to match the HSIE syllabus content. 

Year 5 students participated in a country study in 
concert with the Berry CWA. The students again 
appreciated the opportunity to display their work 
to the wider community. 

As a culmination to the work done on their study 
of a country of their choice, Year 6 organised a 
trade fair to showcase their chosen country. 

They demonstrated their knowledge and 
understanding of the culture of the country with 
music, food, clothes, dance, posters and pictures 
for other children to share, observe and 
experience. 

They displayed maps and posters to encourage 
travel to their country. Year 6 invited children from 
Year 3 to 5 to attend their trade fair. 

During the study of the unit on Antarctica, a 
former resident of Antarctica visited the Stage 3 
classes. This provided a fascinating insight into 
life in the Antarctic. 

 

Aboriginal education 

Aboriginal Education is combined into every facet 
of NSW Department of Education and Training. 

Aboriginal perspectives continue to be included in 
KLA school activities, with students experiencing 
an Aboriginal performance. 

Elder of the Wadi Wadi people, Ruth Simms, was 
guest of honour and participated in Welcome to 
Country at the official end of year Presentation 
Night. 

Multicultural education 

Multicultural Education and perspectives are 
integrated into all class programs, and aligned 
with Human Society and its Environmental class 
activities. 

A racism free learning and working environment 
continues to be promoted throughout the school. 
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School image 

In 2008 we continued looking at our school image. 
Mr Sutton continued to arrange quality displays of 
student work in our foyer. 

 

Our SRC, with Mr Sutton, raised funds to go 
towards signage around our school. 

In 2009 we intend to increase our signage and 
display our banner statement on the bicycle shed. 

Community 

The Berry community has provided a great deal of 
support this year and I would like to thank some of 
our community partners: Cherylee Elliott of First 
National, Shoalhaven Heads for her sponsorship 
of our major awards, to the Berry Musicale for 
their continued support, to the Berry Red Cross 
for the sponsorship of our ensemble, to the CWA, 
Rotary Club, Apex Club, Berry RSL and many 
businesses for their support and to Harcourts for 
the bbqs and provision of home readers. 

 

Our canteen and P&C have again provided 
service, resources and support this year. We have 
had a large number of helpers including students, 
ex-students, parents, ex-parents, grandparents, 
and community members. 

We have great confidence in the capacity of this 
community to carry out complex and involved 
longer term tasks that it takes on. 

I have also appreciated the confidence, respect 
and warmth that the community has afforded the 
school. 

Within our parent body has been a number of 
hard working parents who have worked at major 

projects such as the Quilt Show, The Food and 
Wine Fair, the Walk-a-fun-a-thon with and the 
Year 6 Farewell under the leadership of Jennifer 
Stewart, Jo Lill, Mira Edwards, Libby Williams, 
Therese Evert, Greg Bee, and Sam Keats. 

 

Thank you also to Wendy Lewis and Sandra 
Jones for their work each week in providing a 
service to the parents through the uniform shop 
and to Nicky Wyeth and the P&C Canteen 
Committee, under Wendy Firth’s leadership, for 
the service provided by the canteen this year. 

I would like to thank our 2008 P&C executive and 
congratulate and acknowledge the work done by 
these parents in leading our P&C. 

Over the years there have been a number of 
families who have supported the P&C and school 
and whose formal association with the school 
ends this year with their youngest child entering 
high school. We thank them. 

In April we continued our firm relationship with the 
Berry RSL sub-branch and commemorated 
ANZAC Day with a service at school and student 
involvement in the town march. At our school 
service we gratefully welcomed a growing number 
of returned service personnel. 

We invited all helpers who had helped the school 
in some way were invited to attend a special 
morning tea provided by the staff. It was an 
opportunity for the staff to recognise and thank all 
the volunteers their services to our school. 
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Mrs McAuliffe and Mrs McIntosh ran a very 
successful and valuable Program to Aid Literacy 
(PALS) program where a number of generous 
community volunteers gave their time to work with 
students experiencing difficulties in literacy. Thank 
you to all of our PALS. 

Camps and excursions 

The Stage 3 students participated in a range of 
overnight camps to Fitzroy Falls Conference 
Centre and Milson Island Sport and Recreation 
Centre. 

 

The Milson Island camp was not as popular as 
previous camps to Borambola, near Wagga 
Wagga and in 2009 we will consider returning to 
the Borambola Sport and Recreation Centre. 

Stage 2 and Stage 3 students enjoyed a reward 
day. Stage 3 students went to the Jamberoo 
Recreation Park. 

Celebrations 
Our major award winners for 2008 were: 
2009 Bomaderry High Scholarships 

·  Joe Miles and Alicia Frew 
2008 Junior Sportsgirl 

·  Layne Jones 
2008 Junior Sportsboy 

·  George Miller 
2008 Senior Sportsgirl 

·  Casey Jones 
2008 Senior Sportsboy 

·  Reuben Garrick 
2008 Quiet Achiever’s Award 

·  Madelyn Francis 
2009 Hands Across NSW Scholarship 

·  Adriaan Toms 
2008 Leadership 

·  Bailey Bourke, Matt Sutton, Simon 
Rogers and Khia Bowley 

2008 Junior School Citizen 
·  Lloyd Herron 

2008 Senior School Citizen 
·  Michael Jones 

2009 Captains 
·  Blygh Herron and Mia Watson 

2009 Vice Captain 

·  Mitchell Cunningham and Justina Simic. 

Each fortnight we recognised one student whom 
we recognised for living the values important to 
the school community. The “Star of the Future” 
award winners were: 

All Round Achiever - Jade Mustapic 
Boy on a Mission - Angus Salmon 
A Bubbly Personality - Ally Sparks 
Creative and Contributive - Oscar Douglas-Make 
Getting the Most Out of Berry Life - Anna Lewis 
Going the Extra Mile - Chloe Skelton 
Humble Yet Wonderful - Madelyn Francis 
A Love of Learning - Lewis Terry 
A Lovely Nature - Justina Simic 
One to Watch - Ebony Johnson 
Pleasure to Teach - Jack Hornsey 
Potential Plus - Lachlan Sutton 
Star of the Future - Cameron Galletly 
A True All Rounder - Blygh Herron 

In 2009, this award is to be renamed “The Berry 
Way” award. 

School context 

Staff 

Teacher qualifications 

All teaching staff meet the professional 
requirements for teaching in NSW public schools. 

Qualifications % of staff 
Degree or Diploma 100 
Postgraduate 69 

Staff establishment 

Position Number 

Principal 1.000 
Assistant Principal(s) 3.000 
Classroom Teachers 8.000 
RFF Allocation 0.500 
Teacher Librarian 0.600 
Part-time Teacher Allocation 0.462 
Itinerant Support Teacher Learning 
Assistance 0.400 

Support Teacher Learning 
Assistance 

0.400 

School Administrative Manager 1.000 
School Administrative Officers 1.122 
General Assistant 0.400 
Counsellor 0.200 
Total 17.090  

Staff retention 

Staffing at Berry Public School is very stable. Mrs 
Pretty returned from leave. Mrs Jenkins was 
appointed as a permanent School Administrative 
Officer. 
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Staff attendance 

Staff has access to leave entitlements such as 
sick leave. In 2008 the average daily attendance 
rate for staff, as determined by the Department, 
was 97.8%. 

Student information 

It is a requirement that the reporting of information 
for all students must be consistent with privacy 
and personal information policies. 

Class sizes 

In March 2003 the Government announced its 
commitment to publish primary class sizes in 
annual school reports in order to provide parents 
with as much local information as possible. 

The following table shows our class sizes as 
reported at the 2008 class size audit conducted 
on Tuesday 25 March 2008. 

 
Roll 
Class 

Year Total 
per Year  

Total in 
Class 

1-2B 1 9 24 
1-2B 2 15 24 
1-2D 1 12 24 
1-2D 2 12 24 
1-2VP 1 12 24 
1-2VP 2 12 24 
3-4OS 4 12 25 
3-4OS 3 13 25 
3-4P 4 12 23 
3-4P 3 11 23 
3-4S 3 12 25 
3-4S 4 13 25 
5-6G 5 13 28 
5-6G 6 15 28 
5-6MC 5 14 31 
5-6MC 6 17 31 
5-6P 5 12 28 
5-6P 6 16 28 
KR K 18 18 
KS K 17 17 

Student enrolment profile 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
Male 148 145 143 140 137 

Female 141 137 138 127 130 

Over the past years there has been a gradual 
reduction in student numbers. We anticipate a 
further small reduction to our 2009 numbers which 
may reduce our number of classes from eleven to 
ten. 

 

Student attendance profile 

  2005 2006 2007 2008 
School 93.3 94.1 93.5 94.5 
Region  93.7 93.7 93.5 93.7 
State 93.8 94.0 94.0 94.1 

Our attendance rates continue to be comparable 
with the Illawarra and South East region and 
NSW. 

Student achievement in 2008 

Sport 
Our swimming champions for 2008 were: Junior 
Girl – Layne Jones, Junior Boy – Cameron 
Galletly, 11 year Girl – Tegan Burt, 11 year Boy – 
Mitchell Cunningham, 12/13 Year Girl – Casey 
Jones, 12/13 Year Boy – Jordan Ball. 

Our cross country champions were: 

Our athletics champions were: 

Our junior and senior rugby League teams 
performed well in both the Wishart/McGregor 
Shields and at the state carnival. Reuben Garrick 
and Jack Parrish were both chosen in regional 
rugby league teams. Thank you to Greg Burt and 
Alan Bowley for their coaching assistance with the 
boys. 

 
Our boys’ football team played very well, knocking 
out a significant number of teams and travelling 
extensively before going down to Figtree, coming 
equal ninth in the state. This was a real team 
effort with three Year 4 players and four Year 5 
players in the team. 

Public Speaking/Debating/Drama 

Our public speaking school competition was once 
again very successful. All students from 
Kindergarten to Year 6 were involved in tuition in 
this area. Students from Stage 2 and 3 were then 
involved in a class competition with two students 
from each class progressing to a school final. 

At this final independent judges Rick Gainford, 
Sandra Groom and Bomaderry High School 
teacher Fiona Pickering awarded a first, second 
and third place winner within each year. Our first 
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and second place winners in Year 6, Tom Dougall 
and Leanne Cook then progressed to the Apex 
inter school public speaking competition. 

Our first placegetter in each year and our second 
placegetter in Years 5 and 6 also spoke very well 
at a Rotary evening meeting. 

 

All of our stage 3 students were involved in public 
speaking and debating workshops that were run 
at Bomaderry high. 

Bomaderry High School also provided two 
teachers to work with our senior students, on two 
programs, at Berry School. 

The first was a ten week program aimed at 
developing a group of Stage 3 students in public 
speaking and debating. 

 

The second was a ten week drama program for 
Stage 3 students. We appreciate the expertise, 
generously given to us by Bomaderry High. 

Environmental Awareness 

Mrs Robertson again registered our school for 
Clean Up Australia. 

All of our students participated emphasising the 
environmental issues of keeping our school and 
community clean. 

 

 

Dave Johnson continued his work with Stage 2 
students in oour plant propagation program. This 
program continues to be a significant resource in 
the wider community. 

 

Catering for Individual Differences 

This year, as well as continuing ability-based 
groupings in numeracy across Stages 2 and 3, we 
introduced ability-based in reading. 
We restructured our timetable to be able to do 
this. 
We asked our stage 3 students what they thought 
were the benefits of having ability-based groups 
for mathematics and reading. 
You can always get retaught things you’ve 
forgotten. 
You study interesting facts. 
There are groups with different abilities so it 
doesn’t make us feel dumb if someone is smarter. 
You are in a group at your level. 
You get smarter at maths. 
It helps you, by the end of the lesson I would have 
learnt a lot. 
We get to be with other people. 
We get to play Mathletics. 
You can learn things you haven’t learnt. 
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We’re all about the same level. 
Mathletics is a good way to teach. 
We share and give people ideas. 
I’m in a group with people my level. 
Being able to work with friends so that you can 
help each other. 
We get to play Mathletics and verse people from 
around the world. 
We learn how to skim and scan. 
We learn how to proof read our work properly. 
Learning how to do maths even better. 
Learning about things that happen around the 
world. 
I really like reading groups, it is fun there, maths 
can be a little hard but life is life. 
You are with people your speed at work. 
You get to see people who aren’t in your class. 
Better knowledge. 
Getting to know the issues. 
You work at your ability. 
Everything we do is well explained. 
We do really interesting subjects. 
It gets us thinking. 
You are in a group at your level. 
You sometimes get to work together to solve 
something. 
Being with people who have the same skills as 
me. 
You get to be in a different class so you 
understand for high school. 
You learn about important things happening in the 
world. 

Science Challenge 

Each year Stage 2 students participate in the 
Science Challenge which is an online science 
program run by the CSIRO where students 
conduct a series of experiments and then answer 
a set of questions online relating to the topic. In 
2008 the topics included “Friction”; “Dome 
Structure”; “Ocean Acidification”; “Classifying 
Animals” and “Heat Transfers”. At the completion 
of the activities each child is issued with a 
certificate acknowledging their participation in the 
program. 

Arts 

Mrs Quinn and Mrs Hadden in the “Paint Pot” 
once again provided a variety of wonderful 
experiences for all the students. Art lessons, in 
both appreciating and developing skills, were 
given to all students. 

The school foyer displays and the awards won at 
the Berry Show were testament to the talent of our 
young artists. 

Mrs Quinn and Mrs Hadden also presented a 
weekly BEAM room music program to Stage 3 
students. 

As a part of the district gifted and talented 
program, nominated students participated in Art 
Workshops at other schools. 

 

Our calendars once again were a very popular 
fund raiser with students producing a very high 
quality of artwork for this project. 

Our Stage 2 and Stage 3 choirs again performed 
with talent and pride at the Shoalhaven and 
Southern Illawarra Music Festivals. 

 

Mrs Hill and Mrs O’Sullivan led the Stage 2 choir. 
The choir was a credit to our school, as expected, 
with their singing, dress and behaviour. The Stage 
2 choir performed an ABBA medley and “What a 
Wonderful World”. 

Mrs Quinn and Ms Gardner guided our Stage 3 
choir. The choir performed individual items and as 
a part of the Southern Illawarra Music Festival.  

The school hosted visiting performers: The Bongo 
Brothers and the Southern Schools Ensemble. 

The end of year Talent Quest was again an 
extravaganza. Under the leadership of Mrs 
O’Sullivan and Mrs Virtue, all students from 
Kinder to Year 6 had the opportunity to participate 
and a large number certainly did. The categories 
included Singing/ Dance/ Gymnastics/ Comedy/ 
Poetry/ Instrumental and Mixed Bag. 

There were many, many participants and much 
talent on show. The placegetters of each section 
progressed to a grand final in the last week of 
Term 4. William Hall won the Talent Quest final 
with an exceptional rendition, on the piano, of 
“Money, Money, Money” by ABBA. 

Carol Ingold organised private music tutoring for 
those students requesting the instruments offered. 
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Congratulations to Alana Dolan who represented 
our school and region performing in a 
departmental string ensemble. 

Di Hill, Kim Grivas, Michelle Gibson and parent 
helpers continued to help develop a strong 
combined ensemble that performed at the Nowra 
Eisteddfod playing “Funky Town” as well as at our 
end of year Presentation Evening. 

 

Classroom Based Measurements 

In Term 1, we assessed the reading level of every 
student from Year 1 to Year 6, against three 
standard texts at their grade level. We assessed 
each child’s fluency and accuracy. 

The results of these tests are used to drive many 
of the class, stage and school programs such as 
guided reading and peer assisted fluency. 

In Term 3, we again assessed the reading level of 
every student from Year 1 to Year 6, against three 
reader aligned with their school year. 

Year Term 1 
Fluency 

Term 3 
Fluency 

Term 1 
Accuracy 

Term 3 
Accuracy 

1 10% >50 74% >50 83% 98% 

2 41% >60 82% >60 90% 98% 

3 69% >80 91% >80 96% 98% 

4 42% >90 72% >90 93% 98% 

5 41% 
>100 

57% 
>100 

93% 96% 

The preceding table shows the growth in the 
average fluency and accuracy for each school 
year. Fluency is in correct words per minute 
(CWPM). Accuracy is the percentage correct of all 
words attempted and is reported as a percentage. 

We were very pleased with our results as a whole. 
Every year showed improvement in both fluency 
and accuracy. It is critical we keep our programs 
at an individual, group and whole class level, 
running consistently. We must also provide 
support for our Support Teacher Learning 
Assistance (STLA) students. 

In 2009 we intend to include a measure of 
comprehension and in 2010 begin to monitor 
growth in accuracy, fluency and comprehension, 
across the younger years. 

The P&C generously funded additional teachers’-
aide time which was again utilised primarily to 
work with students experiencing difficulties in 
literacy in Year 1. 

There were again two benefits. More children 
were receiving small group assistance. Secondly 
we could “spread” our STLA intervention across 
more students in Years 1 and 2. The 
improvements in the Year 1 results are marked. 

NAPLAN 

In the National Assessment Program in Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN), the results across the 
Years 3 and 5 literacy and numeracy 
assessments are reported on a scale from Band 1 
to Band 8. The achievement scale represents 
increasing levels of skills and understandings 
demonstrated in the assessments. Yr 3: from 
Band 1 (lowest) to Band 6 (highest for Year 3). Yr 
5: from Band 3 (lowest) to Band 8 (highest for 
Year 5) 

Literacy – NAPLAN Year 3 

In the Year 3 NAPLAN literacy testing results, 
Berry students were ahead of the state mean in 
reading, writing, punctuation and grammar. 

Our students were ahead of the Shoalhaven Local 
School Group (LSG) of schools in spelling but 
marginally behind the state mean. 

Percentage of students in bands: 
Year 3 writing
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This graph shows that we had only one student in 
either of the two lowest bands, in writing, and a 
greater percentage of students in the highest 
band compared to the LSG and state. 
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This following graph shows that we had one 
student in each of the lowest bands in spelling, 
less than the LSG and state but were also 
underrepresented in the highest band compared 
to the state. 

Percentage of students in bands: 
Year 3 spelling
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This following graph shows that we had no 
student in band 1 and one student only in band 2, 
the lowest bands, in punctuation and grammar. 
This was better than the LSG and state. 

Combined, we had more students in the top two 
bands in grammar and punctuation compared to 
the LSG and state but had less students in the 
very highest band. 

Percentage of students in bands: 
Year 3 grammar and punctuation
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Numeracy – NAPLAN Year 3 

In Year 3 numeracy, we were ahead of the mean 
of both the LSG and the state. 

The following graph shows that we had one 
student only in the two lowest bands combined. In 
the highest band we were slightly behind the state 
mean and slightly ahead of the LSG Mean. 

Percentage of students in bands: 
Year 3 numeracy
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Literacy – NAPLAN Year 5 

In Year 5 literacy in the NAPLAN testing we were 
clearly ahead of the LSG and state in reading. In 
writing we were ahead of the LSG mean but level 
with the state in writing. 

In spelling we were behind the LSG and state and 
similarly, marginally behind in punctuation and 
grammar. 

Percentage of students in bands: 
Year 5 writing
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This graph shows that we had one student only in 
the lowest band, band 3, better than the LSG or 
state average, in writing. We also had more 
students in the highest band, band 8, compared to 
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both the LSG and state. The challenge here is to 
move a number of students from band 2 to band 3 
and a number of students from band 7 to band 8. 

Whilst our Year 3 spelling results were sound, the 
following Year 5 spelling graph is skewed towards 
the lower bands and is worthy of investigation. 

Percentage of students in bands: 
Year 5 spelling
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The following graph shows us comparing 
favourably with the state and LSG in the higher 
bands, in reading. Where we compare better is in 
the smaller number of students in the lower 
bands. 

Percentage of students in bands: 
Year 5 reading
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The following graph shows us again comparing 
favourably in the two highest bands, in grammar 
and punctuation. It is the lower bands where we 

are overrepresented that our overall mean falls 
short of the LSG and state. 

Percentage of students in bands: 
Year 5 grammar and punctuation
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These results directly reflect the school’s priority 
areas, within literacy, of the past two years in 
reading and writing. There is a need to look at 
spelling and grammar and punctuation in the next 
three year plan. 

Numeracy – NAPLAN Year 5 

In Year 5 numeracy, the school results are clearly 
ahead of our local LSG and even when compared 
to the state mean. 

As can be seen by the following table, we have a 
greater representation in the higher bands at 
33.4% compared to the local LSG at 20.6% and 
the state at 26.9%. 

Band 7 8 
Number in 
band 9 4 
Percentage 
in band 23.1 10.3 
School 
average 
2005 - 2007 18.6 6.8 
LSG 
average 
2008 13.7 6.5 
State 
average 
2008 15.5 11.4 

The growth results compare the students' 
performance in 2006 on the Basic Skills Testing 
program with their performance in the 2008 
NAPLAN testing. 

These tests are not exactly comparable so the 
validity of the following growth data should be 
treated with some caution. 



13 
Our community: a culture of care, respect and achievement. 

Average progress in reading 
between Year 3 and Year 5
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This graph indicates that our growth in student 
performance in reading between year 3 and Year 
5 is clearly ahead of the LSG and state. 

The following graph indicates that our growth 
performance in writing was clearly ahead of both 
the LSG and state. 

Average progress in w riting
between Year 3 and Year 5
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The following graph indicates that our growth in 
numeracy between Year 3 and Year 5 was clearly 
below the LSG and state despite our mean for 
numeracy being higher than the LSG mean and 
even with the state mean. This is worth further 
investigation and was the instigation for us 
choosing mathematics as our major curriculum 
evaluation area for this report. 

Average progress in numeracy
between Year 3 and Year 5
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Minimum standards 

The Commonwealth Government sets minimum 
standards for reading, writing, grammar and 
punctuation, spelling and numeracy for years 3, 5, 
7 and 9.  

The performance of the students in our school in 
the National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy is compared to these minimum 
standards. The percentages of our students 
achieving at or above these standards are 
reported below. 

Percentage of Year 3 students in our school 
achieving at or above the minimum standard 
in 2008 

Percentage of Year 3 students achieving at 
and above minimum standard 

Reading   97 
Writing    97 
Spelling   97 
Punctuation and grammar  100 
Numeracy     97 

Percentage of Year 5 students in our school 
achieving at or above the minimum standard 
in 2008 

Percentage of Year 5 students achieving at 
and above minimum standard 

Reading   100 
Writing    97 
Spelling   90 
Punctuation and grammar  92 
Numeracy     92 

Progress on 2008 targets 

Due to the changes to the number and range of 
bands between the BST program and the 
NAPLAN, we cannot compare performance 
against targeted bands with any confidence. 

Target 1 

To improve the literacy levels of students 

In the Year 3 NAPLAN literacy testing results, 
Berry students were ahead of the state mean in 
reading, writing, punctuation and grammar. 

Our Year 3 students were ahead of the 
Shoalhaven Local School Group (LSG) of schools 
in spelling but marginally behind the state mean. 

In writing, in Year 3, we had only one student in 
either of the two lowest bands and a greater 
percentage of students in the highest band 
compared to the LSG and state. 

In spelling, in Year 3, we had one student in each 
of the lowest bands, less than the LSG and state 
but were also underrepresented in the highest 
band compared to the state. 

In Year 3, in spelling, we had no student in band 1 
and one student only in band 2, the lowest bands, 
in punctuation and grammar. This was better than 
the LSG and state. 
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Combined, we had more Year 3 students in the 
top two bands in grammar and punctuation 
compared to the LSG and state but had less 
students in the very highest band. 

In Year 5 literacy in the NAPLAN testing we were 
clearly ahead of the LSG and state in reading. In 
writing we were ahead of the LSG mean but level 
with the state in writing. 

In Year 5 spelling we were behind the LSG and 
state and similarly, marginally behind in 
punctuation and grammar. 

We had one student only in the lowest band, band 
3, better than the LSG or state average, in writing. 
We also had more students in the highest band, 
band 8, compared to both the LSG and state. 

Whilst our Year 3 spelling results were sound, the 
Year 5 spelling results need study. 

In Year 5 reading, we compare favourably with the 
state and LSG in the higher bands. Where we 
compare better is in the smaller number of 
students in the lower bands. 

In grammar and punctuation, in year 5, we 
compare favourably in the two highest bands. It is 
the lower bands where we are overrepresented 
that our overall mean falls short of the LSG and 
state. 

These results directly reflect the school’s priority 
areas, within literacy, of the past two years in 
reading and writing. There is a need to look at 
spelling and grammar and punctuation in the next 
three year plan. 

Target 2 

To improve the numeracy levels of students 

This is to be an ongoing target. 

Target 3 

To meet the learning needs of gifted and 
talented students 

We introduced ability-based groupings for LIPI in 
stage 1. 

We began the implementation of the stage 2 
technology program. 

We identified our stage 3 technology group 
participants to manage the “wiki”. 

We identified individual students for inclusion in 
district-based gifted and talented activities. 

We selected students for trialling at district level in 
a variety of sports. 

We organised successful swimming, athletics and 
cross country carnivals. 

We elected captains and an SRC leadership 
team. 

We entered stage 3 in the “Murder under the 
Microscope” online competition. 

Mrs Sweeney staged an inter-school competition 
for our talented equestrians. 

We ran workshops to meet the interests and 
abilities of a large number of students. 

Under Mr Burney’s direction our student editorial 
staff produced a regular student newspaper. 

�

Mrs McAuliffe ran workshops on De Bono’s 
thinking hats. We asked the children what they 
thought of the opportunity. Good points (yellow 
hat) included: doing things with other kids, the fun 
activities including the poster and making the 
cubes, and the chocolate! Bad points of the day 
were: NOTHING; having to go to recess and 
lunch, there wasn’t anything about the day. How 
did the students feel? (red hat) 
fanttttaaaassssttttiiiicccc, happy, good, surprised, 
fantastic, extraordinary, spectacular, joyful, 
awesome, out of this world, outstanding, great, , I 
loved it, happy, terrific, the best day this week. 
And new ideas for future thinking workshops 
(green hat): more chocolate, more time, try 
thinking activities outside, more activities with our 
own hats, involve the hats in all classes, more 
thinking games, play word games, do some 
research on Edward De Bono, make it go through 
lunch and recess. 

Ms Pearson ran a two day engineering workshop 
for stage 1 students working with different 
construction material, including LEGO Technics. 

What I liked about the engineering. First, we made 
catapults. Then we went on the computers. Next 
we talked about bridges. Ms Pearson said we 
could make bridges to hold a skinny book, then 
she said, “Do you want me to be cruel?” and held 
up a very thick book. In the afternoon our parents 
came to look at them and we shot marshmallows. 
WE HAD FUN!!! – Tia Williams 
We made a bridge in teams. I liked my team’s 
bridge. The whole day was good. – Kye Jones 
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My favourite thing was making the catapults with 
Maya and Michael and making the bridge with Tia 
and Kaitlin. – Daniel Fagan 
What I liked about the engineering is the 
catapults. We pulled the string down and the 
spoon lifts up. The marshmallow flies out of the 
spoon. It is really cool. Joshua Handel 
I loved the bridge. It was heaps of fun the whole 
day. – Caitlin McElhinney 

 

I loved making the bridge and the catapult. The 
day was the best day ever. – Dario Simic 
I loved making the bridge because our team 
worked really hard and our bridge turned out to be 
an arch bridge. The best thing that happened was 
when we ate marshmallows and did the 
marshmallow target. Ours did not turn out as 
good. – Chloe Skelton. 

Ms Pearson also ran successful forensic science 
workshops. 

�
Mrs O’Sullivan organised a science day for the 
whole school and Mr Pollard organised a 
“mathemagics” day. 

Some of our talented Stage 3 writers attended a 
writers’ workshop at the Wollongong Art gallery 
with Michael Jones winning a regional award. 

We entered three Tournament of Minds teams 
into the regional competition, in the areas of: 
applied technology, maths/engineering and social 
sciences. 

Each of the teams performed very well. 
Congratulations to the social scientists who were 
awarded the regional “spirit of the tournament” 
award for their teamwork. 

Our maths/engineering team is regional champion 
for the second year running in their area. They are 
also to be congratulated as they were awarded 
“Honours” at the state championship on the 
weekend. 

Our school captains undertook a two day 
leadership training course and our SRC undertook 
a single day course on leadership and co-
operation. 

 

Target 4 

To improve the technological skills of 
students 

We have made great leaps forward with our 
technology infrastructure in the last year. 

This was kick started with the P&C’s purchase of 
our new fileserver in 2007 which allowed us to 
renew the school network. 

We have established the library computer lab as a 
Kinder to Year 2 lab and installed thirty new 
computers in the BEAM computer lab for Stage 2 
and Stage 3 use. 

The BEAM computer lab is heavily used for 
activities such as internet research, publishing, 
Mathletics and “Murder Under the Microscope”. 

The library lab is a valued resource that is 
constantly used for whole class teaching of skills 
for Kinder to Year 2. 

In June we placed three new desktop machines 
into the library lab so that every child in a Kinder 
to Year 2 class had access to a desktop machine 
rather than a laptop computer. We also placed a 
new desktop computer into each of the Year 1/2 
classes, linked to the school network and internet. 

The school finalised cabling of the Kindergarten 
classrooms which are now connected to the 
network and internet. 

In 2009 will fund the purchase of computers for 
the Kindergarten classrooms. 
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As the picture shows we have, in 2008, put 
together an AV trolley which allows projection of 
DVD’s, video tapes and computer demonstrations. 
In this particular shot, stage 3 students are logged 
onto the internet, taking part in “Murder Under the 
Microscope”. 

 

We owe Michael Janos an immense thank you. 
Michael spent a good deal of his own time 
organising and presenting enrichment courses for 
Stage 2 and 3 students. 

Groups of Stage 2 students undertook a ten week 
course covering topics such as: Powerpoint, Web 
Design, programming, dismantling a computer 
and movie making; emailing and Googling tips. 
Michael worked with stage 3 students on the 
development of a school wiki. 

The students gathered content for the “wiki” 
including a sports section, a fun page, and a 
section interviewing teachers. The “wiki” is very 
like an intranet and is not available outside of the 
Berry school network. 

Target 5 

To implement relevant and appropriate 
assessment and reporting practices. 

In 2008 we introduced a fully compliant mid and 
end of year report card for parents. 

The development of monitoring systems to use 
our existing assessment data will be an ongoing 
target through 2009-2011. 

Key evaluations 

It is a requirement for all NSW public schools to 
conduct at least two annual evaluations – one 
related to educational and management practice 
and the other related to curriculum. In 2008 our 
school carried out evaluations of programming 
structures in literacy and mathematics. 

Educational and management practice 

Programming Structures in Literacy  

Background 

Literacy has been a priority focus area for the 
school for the past two years. In 2008 we 
restructured our “Relief from face to face” (RFF) 
Paint Pot timetable to allow classes within each 
stage the opportunity to form ability based literacy 
groups across each stage.  

Findings and conclusions 

In the past two years, the school has focused on 
writing and reading and has seen improved 
results in the “Basic Skills Testing (BST) and 
“National Assessment Program in Literacy and 
Numeracy” (NAPLAN) testing programs. 

In terms of growth between Year 3 and Year 5, 
Berry School had the second highest growth in 
writing and the second highest growth in reading 
in the Shoalhaven Education Group. 

Specific concerns were some areas of 
punctuation and grammar and some issues with 
spelling. 

Results in the Kindergarten “Astronaut Invented 
Spelling Test” over the past three years have 
shown a steady growth in the percentage of 
children who have attained the expected 
benchmark for Kindergarten students. 50% in 
2006, 68% in 2007 and 80% in 2008. 

Formal and informal discussions with teachers 
and supervisors have indicated that different 
stages are using the English K-6 syllabus to 
approach the planning and teaching of literacy in 
different ways. 

Future directions 

In 2009, we will continue our amended RFF 
timetable to allow each stage common 
uninterrupted times each week to pursue activities 
across stages. 

To ensure consistency and continuity across the 
school and between stages, in 2009, all stages 
will take a common approach to programming. 

All text types covered in the syllabus, will be 
grouped according to one of four social purposes. 
Each social purpose with its included text types 
will be a focus for one term each year. 

The text types within each social purpose will 
have related grammar and this grammar will be 
arranged in a scope and sequence aligned to the 
social purposes and covering Kindergarten to 
Year 6. 

We will also need to develop a scope and 
sequence of punctuation and to revisit the 
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syllabus philosophy regarding the teaching and 
learning of spelling. 

We will employ district STLA personnel to present 
training and development in “Comprehension 
Across the Syllabus” (CATS) at our Term 2 
School Development Day. 

Curriculum 

Mathematics 

Background 

For a number of years the school used 
mathematics textbooks from Kindergarten to Year 
Six. 

The school developed a scope and sequence to 
parallel the content of the textbooks. 

Students in Stage 2 and Stage 3 were grouped for 
the middle session of each day, according to their 
mathematics ability for their mathematics lessons. 
This happened four days per week. 

In the 2007 Basic Skills Testing program our 
growth figures for mathematics between Year 3 
and Year 5 was a little disappointing. 

Whilst we need to approach the NAPLAN growth 
data with some caution about its validity and 
reliability, the 2008 NAPLAN growth data was 
again disappointing, particularly for our higher 
achieving students. 

Findings and conclusions 

In 2008 we restructured our RFF timetable to 
allow uninterrupted teaching sessions across 
stages. 

We analysed the NAPLAN data for individual 
students and for both Year 3 and Year 5. 

There were very few patterns of any particular 
need. 

We employed one of the region’s mathematics 
consultants, Jenny Simpson, to analyse our 
school data and to give an unbiased appraisal of 
our school’s operation in mathematics. 

Jenny and the 2008 school executive decided that 
there was a need to move away from textbooks 
and to move towards learning activities designed 
by the NSW Department of Education and 
Training and the NSW Board of Studies. 

Future directions 

In 20090, we will continue with an RFF timetable 
that allows mathematics groups to operate 
uninterrupted across Stage 2 and Stage 3 
mathematics group, five days per week. Each 
mathematics group will receive four 75 minute 
lessons each week. Additionally, there will be 
ungraded mathematics focus activities each term 
in Stage 3. 

In 2009, we will not use textbooks as the primary 
source of lesson planning for students in Years 1 
to 6. 

Mathematics programming will be done against a 
scope and sequence to reflect the mathematics 
syllabus. 

We will support teachers with additional planning 
time and consultancy support, where possible. 

We will approach the P&C for support in funding 
aide assistance for Stage 2 and Stage 3 students. 

In 2010-2011 we plan to monitor mathematics 
assessments across stages and between stages, 
giving us our own growth data for each school 
year. 

Financial summary 

This summary covers funds for operating costs 
and does not involve expenditure areas such as 
permanent salaries, building and major 
maintenance. 

Date of financial summary: 30/11/2008

Income $  

Balance brought forward  128 726.62
Global funds  128 098.40
Tied funds  98 235.97
School & community sources  148 326.03
Interest  9 166.56
Trust receipts  9 470.20
Canteen   0.00
Total income  522 023.78

Expenditure
Teaching & learning
           Key learning areas  79 467.61
           Excursions  30 781.46
           Extracurricular dissections  44 525.84
Library  6 185.50
Training & development  5 327.59
Tied funds  90 048.70
Casual relief teachers  31 337.35
Administration & office  53 147.85
School-operated canteen   0.00
Utilities  17 164.56
Maintenance  15 086.18
Trust accounts  9 998.69
Capital programs   0.00
Total expenditure  383 071.33
Balance carried forward  138 952.45

 

A full copy of the school's 2008 financial 
statement is tabled at the annual general 
meetings of the School P&C Association. Further 
details concerning the statement can be obtained 
by contacting the school.  
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School development 2009 – 2011 

Targets for 2009 

Target(s) 1 - Numeracy 

Students in our top twenty percent of achievers in 
the 2008 NAPLAN numeracy results will attain 
results in the 2010 Year 5 NAPLAN tests which 
reflect average growth between the two years. 

In NAPLAN results in Year 3 and Year 5, we will 
have equal representation with the state in the top 
bands. 

75% of our students in each year from Kindergarten 
to year Six will achieve the Working Mathematically 
outcomes. 

Strategies to achieve this target include : 
·  Identification and use of teaching/ learning 

resources that support the development of 
mathematical thinking  

·  Identification and use of teaching/ learning 
strategies that support the development of 
mathematical thinking 

·  Purchase of resources to support hands-on 
learning. 

·  Use of strategies that accurately assess 
“working mathematically 

·  Implementation of a K-6 scope and 
sequence with term overviews by grade 

·  Purchase of time for planning 

·  Implementation of structures that support 
the individual learning needs of students in 
numeracy 

·  Implementation of practices that ensure the 
continued growth of high achieving students 

·  Use of Kindergarten Best Start data to 
identify need 

Our success will be measured by: 

·  Teacher use of departmental resources, 
“Teaching Measurement”, “Space and 
Geometry CD”, Patterns and Algebra CD” 
and “Developing Efficient Numeracy 
Strategies” as the basis for programming of 
teaching and learning activities. 

·  Sharing of teaching strategies, at stage 
meetings, that develop mathematical 
thinking. 

·  Evidence of strategies, as suggested by 
consultant, in teaching/learning programs 

·  Classroom kits in use. 

·  Evidence of relevant assessment strategies 
in teaching/learning programs. 

·  Student assessment data 

·  Existence and registration within 
teaching/leaning programs 

·  Development of stage based 
teaching/learning programs. 

·  Combination of ability groupings and mixed 
ability groupings across stages. 

·  Use of open-ended, hands-on and problem 
solving activities in higher ability maths 
groups. 

·  Kindergarten teaching/learning programs 
reflect Best Start data 

Target(s) 2 - Literacy 

NAPLAN results in 2010-2011 show student 
performance in years 3 and 5 at the state mean or 
higher in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

75% of our students from Kindergarten to Year Six 
will achieve the Learning About outcomes. 

In NAPLAN results in Year 3 and Year 5, we will 
have equal representation with the state in the top 
bands. 

Strategies to achieve this target include: 

·  Implementation of a common, systematic 
approach to the programming of teaching 
and learning, in literacy K-6. 

·  Development of term overviews for literacy 
programming 

·  Use of Smart data to identify trends and 
specific areas that need addressing. 

·  Use of Kindergarten Best Start data to 
identify need. 

·  Grouping of text types according to social 
purpose. 

·  Linking of grammar to text types being 
studied. 

·  Development of a scope and sequence of 
punctuation K-6. 

·  Revision of a continuous spelling program 
K-6 that incorporates the elements of Ants in 
the Apple and LIPI.�

·  Use of strategies that accurately assess 
“learning about” outcomes and indicators. 

Our success will be measured by: 

·  Common teaching/learning programming 
principles evidenced across and between 
stage 

·  Overviews present in class 
teaching/learning programs 

·  Evidence of teaching/learning activities 
designed to meet needs identified in 
NAPLAN testing 

·  Kindergarten teaching/learning programs 
reflect Kindergarten student assessment 
data 

·  Text types grouped on a term basis in 
teaching/learning programs 
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·  Grammar for each social purpose specified 
in teaching/learning programs 

·  Scope and sequence developed and in use. 

·  K-6 spelling program in use. 

·  Student assessment data. 

Target 3 - Assessment 

Long term assessment data on 100% of students 
who can be tracked from year 1 to year 6. 

Strategies to achieve this target include: 

·  Implement Best Start assessments 

·  Validate levels of reading texts used for 
assessments against year standards. 

·  Implement Term 1 and Term 3 Classroom 
Based Measurements in reading from year 1 
to year 6 

·  Monitor the growth trends in reading 
between each calendar year. 

·  Implement Term 1 and Term 3 Classroom 
Based Measurements in maths from year 1 
to year 6 

·  Monitor the growth trends in mathematics 
between each calendar year. 

·  Implement standardised spelling testing 
from year 1 to year 6 

·  Monitor the growth trends in spelling 
between each calendar year. 

·  Implement Astronaut Invented Spelling 
assessments in Kindergarten 

Our success will be measured by: 

·  Planning in Kindergarten teaching/learning 
programs reflects Best Start assessment 
data. 

·  Correlation between classroom assessment 
and CBM assessments 

·  Assessments completed in terms 1 and 3 

·  The percentage of students in each grade 
achieving at, above or below the grade 
standard in accuracy and fluency. 

·  Comparison between calendar years for 
overall results and results of individual 
students in successive years. 

·  Assessments completed in terms 1 and 3 

·  The percentage of students in each grade 
achieving at, above or below the grade 
standard in mathematics. 

·  Comparison between calendar years for 
overall results and results of individual 
students in successive years. 

·  Assessments completed in term 4 

·  The percentage of students in each grade 
achieving at, above or below their 
chronological age in spelling. 

·  Comparison between calendar years for 
overall results and results of individual 
students in successive years. 

·  The percentage of Kindergarten students 
attaining the expected standard of spelling 
in Term 4. 

·  Comparison of percentage with 2006-
2008 results. 

About this report 
In preparing this report, the self-evaluation 
committee has gathered information from 
evaluations conducted during the year and 
analysed other information about the school's 
practices and student learning outcomes. The 
self-evaluation committee and school planning 
committee have determined targets for the 
school's future development. 

Ruth Pearson, parent representative. 

Sue Hobson, parent representative 

Sue McAuliffe, teacher 

Sue McIntosh, support teacher 

Peter Burney, assistant principal 

Rex Pollard, assistant principal 

Wayne Courtney, principal 

School contact information 

Berry P.S., 1 Clarence St Berry NSW 2535  

Ph: (02) 4464 1158, Fax: (02) 4464 1664 

Email: berry-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Web: http://www.berry-
p.schools.nsw.edu.au 

School Code: 1211 

Parents can find out more information about 
Annual School Reports, how to interpret 
information in the reports and have the 
opportunity to provide feedback about these 
reports at: http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/asr 

 

 

 

 


